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on p. 76. The sterling mark is a thistle, but that is
a comparative innovation dating only from 1748.
The regular use of the date letter began in 1681 and has
been continued to date. It is easy to get astray with
the marks on old Edinburgh silver, because prior to
1759 the assay master put his initials on the piece side
, by side with those of the maker. That practice was
abandoned after the introduction of the thistle as the
mark of quality. A comprehensive list of names of
assay masters will be found in Sir 0. J. Jackson's
" English Goldsmiths and their Marks/' His admirable
list of marked examples shows that before 1681 the
marks were those of the Deacons, In that year an
assay master was appointed, one John Borthwick
(mark, a script R), James Penman filled the post
from !(>()(> to i7t>(> (mark, a script P.). He was
succeeded in 1707 by Edward Penman (mark E.P.)
who held olftee until 1728 when Archibald Ure (mark
A.U.) followed for ten years. From 1739 to 1744 the
post was temporarily filled first by Douglas Geci
(mark G.B.IX) aud Edward Lothian (mark EX. under
a crown), In 1744 Hugh Gordon was appointed
assay master and his mark (H.G.) was struck on
Edinburgh silver down to 1758,
The story of St. Mimgo and the tree, the bird, the
ball and the iish has provided Glasgow with a coat of
amis, and the anus constitute the hall mark of the
Assay Office. The device has been varied from time
to time and in some of the cycles one or another of the
details are not readily discernible. The office was
established in 15361 but the lion rampant, the Scottish
lion of heraldry, was not used as a mark of sterling
rqtiality until ittn, and even then it was optional